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Dear Joan 
 
In line with the Written Agreement on Inter-Governmental Relations between the Scottish 
Parliament and the Scottish Government I am writing to inform you of an upcoming 
engagement.  
 
Along with UK Ministers and my counterparts from the Welsh Government I will be 
participating in the next meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe (JMC(E)) 
which will take place on Wednesday 08th March 2017. I regret that I have been unable to 
write to you sooner as the agenda for this meeting was only confirmed at an Officials 
meeting on Thursday 2nd March. To note that in view of the election in Northern Ireland it 
remains unclear whether a Minister from Northern Ireland will attend.   
 
The overarching purpose of the meeting is to discuss on-going European issues ahead of 
the March European Council. Items on the Council agenda include Economy, Migration, 
Security and Defence and External relations. 
 
The first agenda item UK Government Decision-Making Process for EU Council of Ministers 
Meetings originates from an item discussed during the December JMC(E) meeting. As I 
indicated in my previous letter I had been extremely disappointed at that paper and had 
requested that it was reviewed and the item returned to the agenda at the March meeting. I 
made clear that further clarity was needed around the precise entry points available to the 
Devolved Administrations to influence UK Negotiation positions ahead of the European 
Council meetings, in view of the machinery of Government changes in Whitehall since the 
EU referendum.  
 
The second agenda item will be a discussion of the European Commission’s Single Market 
in Services proposals which will be an opportunity for the Scottish Government to reiterate 
messages about the importance of the Single Market as well as reinforce the need to ensure 
there is meaningful on-going engagement with the Scottish Government on this proposal.  
The third agenda item will cover the UKG’s priorities ahead of the European Council. 
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I am disappointed to learn that the agenda item UKG Offensive and Defensive Priorities in 
view of the Commission Work Programme will not go ahead. This was an item which I had 
explicitly requested during the December JMC(E) and which my officials, on my behalf, had 
requested on numerous occasions since.   
 
I have therefore written to David Jones MP expressing my disappointment at this and also 
made clear that the general handling of this meeting has again fallen below that which the 
Scottish Government is entitled to expect under the terms of the Memorandum of 
Understanding. I have urged David Jones to ensure that improvements are made ahead of 
the June JMC(E). I trust this is helpful but will write to you again following the meeting 
providing an update of the discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALASDAIR ALLAN 
 

 
 


